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woman theory, female criminals po&sessed lower self-esteem and 
self-control than female noncYimiinals . (BL) / 
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\^ \ "^ Abstract : V » / ; 

T^K> general persddality th^ries^sve hem account for 

female criminality- The masculinated wo^nan theory depicts female 
criminals as having characteristics more typically fpund-3Eff%en. The 
^Dciguished woman theory characterizes^ the, female crjraixial as an . ' 
individual ^th low* self-esteem and podr self-control. In an attefrpt 
to test the applicability of each position^ male and female criMnals 
and.nbn-criiiDjia^s conpleted the^ Bem Sex Role Inventory ^ the Tennessee 
Self-COTicept Scale /the Rosenbaum Self -Contror Schedule, the Quick 
Test measure of^telligence, and a demographxc questionnaiare- 
Ccntrary to.tiie masculinated wcxnan theory^ the resxiLts indicated -that 
wxribn criminals scored significantly higher* cn f^nininity .and lower 
OTi masciilinity than did individuals in the other groups/ Partially 
svp^ortir^ the anguished wcxnan theory, ^ranen criirdnals scored' lower 
on self-esteem and self-cofitrol than did vxxnen non-crimulals. The 
-results are discussed in relation };o"the nature of female crimes. - 
and the psychological limitations of strong sex-typing. 
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/ The Relationship -of Sex-Rale Orientaticn, Self-C<xic^t. 

: V and feelf -Control to Foiiale Qtininality * - 

^ Factors, that influence x^riminal behavior have lohg been ^ a topic 
of interest* and investtigatign. ' There are, obviously, many factors that 
influence crliranalitly in bot±i men and women. Recent wDrk has begun 
to point out the sociaB and eqanondc variables that contribute to • 
fenale involvement in crime '(R^ns, ^978). Ciearly th^se factors are " 
impor:J:ant, but.not all individuals vto suffer eccromic jd^ri-vation 
cocmat Gifimes. For this reason, the present study was conceived 
t;o &plore ^ssible personality variables itivolved in female criminality. 

Research, on the f&nale offertder, though scant^in relation- to* the 
a]t tent ion focused 'on her male -counterpart, has produced two major 
explanations 6f the fanale criminal personality: the masculinated 
'woman theory' and 'the anguished -woman theory. The first portrays 
the female offender as a masculinated woiiBn, etiulating'^male behavior 
in her choice of a cricrtlnal career,- \Aiile the setond attributes 
female criminality to certain personality factbrs, such "as loW self- • 
esteem and inpulsivity^ \^ch conbine to form tM backdrop for >crimii:ial 

Researcih related to the masculinated wctnan theory of female 
criminality has pointed to the biological similarity between female ' . 
criminals and men (Loc±>roso, 1920) , the penis-envy reflected ^in female 
criminal^ behavior (Klein, 1976) , and the sex-role rebellion. evident. • 
in female criminal^ -^(Klein, 1976). Some have also posited a correlatioa 
between the rise in female crime and the women's mpvement (Crites, 1976; . 
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° ; ' Female Chrinrmarlity , ; 

DenrLng, 1977; lacovetta, 1975; Levanthal, 1977)/ They theorize that 

' ' ' • ' ■ •• ^ . ' ' T 

^tUbe growing ecjonomic independence ar\d increased psjjchological lib«raticn 
of women is contributing to a new and nore s^ious form of critninality, 
characterized by aggressive , violent offenses (Crites, 1976). / 
Eh^^irical support for the masculinatedwonm 'theory is found in 
two studies by Cochrane (1971,- 1974) /which dealt with -values as «, . 
correlates of deviancy in female offenders . In these studies ,' the 
feciale inmates displayed greater hedonism and less .concern for other 
people /the country^ or -lie wprld in general than the control- ^oixps . 
Cochrane believed that these female offenders would find it dif f iAalt ' 

to fit into the feminine, role patterns drawn up by " society , due either 

• ^\ ■ . . ' *' ■ ' •' ' . • '• 

•to ascertain anoUnt of male identifi<;:aticn <the. female prisoners 

^ ^ ' " / ■ 

values were mare similar to those of the male, priscsiers than they 

were to the female, ccaitrols) or ^ rejection of the female inold 
^Cochrane, 1971)0 

Cochrane 's studies are sigpificant since t^ey form the one solid 
errpirical base of the maScu^'inated vranan theory. Other charactteristics., 
of female crime, such as its relation* to the wacnan's nnbvement and 
its. expression in increasingly violent crimes, can be, challenged. 
In- reality, the women's rights moveRient has largely bypassed the 
' subpopulation of poor, minority females into which the Temale 
bf fender typically falls '(Crites, 1976). These women, rather than 
being recipients of "expanded rights and opportunities feained by • ^ 
the woihen's movement are, -instead, witness^ing (ieclining survival v 
options (Critesj 1976). I'enale offender's are generally poor<> 
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vnj^Ajc^tedf unjenployed oir era^loyed^^pi^^^ j6bs, 
responsible fot ti^ir own sifljpoft and often' the siqjport of their 
child?fe5| (Fre^ Hovey, 19715 Velimesis, 1975 r Wyrick afid 

Owens, 1977). ThelLr-criine^ contain to mirror ^their traditional 
role in societ;yy They are predominantly small-scale • , ' 
property and victimless offenses reflecting both ,.th^yemale statu^ 
.: as 3 minor consumer and her tendency to iiif lict self -directed rather 
outward-directed injtiC7\(Ward, Jackson and' Ward, 1968) . In 
addition, most fecoale offendeW are not involved^ violent- crimes - / 
approximately 11 percent of all^f^-le' crine is violejit in nat^e 
compared to 89 percent of alL male, crime (IM ted States Geiieral 
Accounting Office , 1979) . Although dramatic increases ^ r^rted 
. for wxnen involved in property ctlmBS, the proportion of vjonen 

arrested for violent criires has reraained relatively constant for ^ ^ 
■ the past twenty ^^s .(FOTiale Offender Resoiirce Center , 1976 ^ 
'Noblif and Burcart, 1976). . ' ' y / ^ 

' Despite these facts vMch would seeih to i^j-scredit the relationship • 
be tvteen female crliToLnality and the Wonie< 

belief of a connection betWen'the two slill exists. v -Inc^eed, the' 

. .• , • , , ' ^ ., .■' ,//' . ■ ' , ' ' 

" possibll influence of the Women's Movement on, female criminal ; ;' 

behavior has not Been en^SlisLcfeHy disproved to \ this point.- One ' 

study (Le\?ant±ial, 1977) has aVtempted to address 'diettssue. Levanthalls 

research indicates that female crinjlnals exhibit lees liber4te(f 

; sex-role attitudes than female college students, a' f dhdlng v^ch 

* •would seem to discredit the connection between thfe'* Women ' d Mcweme^ . ^ 
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and female drinrinality. However^ the nonccxipacability .of the offender 

population tod tfHe.. dollege population \enployed in the., study leaves 

' ';'.'-s. ^ ' *, ' ' ■■■/ . ' - ■ 

these, results in,douI?iBJ \"A more rigoroud study, using a sex-role . .. 

inventory measure and more ' comparable saipples would-be needed to 
obtain more definitive results . 

It also -appears that f emale crimes are closely tied to the 

\ female sex-rble ; rather than reflecting male attiJ^Qdes and Values^^ - . 

" Women seem to commit 'crimes in r^les auxiliary to , men and for lesser 
returns , often tnakiiig thfem mare vulnerable to arresF (Hof feian-Bust^m^te , 
1973).."^ In addiction, those acts fpr which women have received adequate 
training in the noimal process 6f growing up are more likely to have 
high rate^^pf ^^omsn arrestees. For exanple, women are ti;ainfed to 

go shcfping for hbusehold goods and this "training'-' could be related y 

• ' ■ \ ' ■ ' '■ 

to the criminal behavior of shoplifting. Tl^se^riines for which moi;e 

msculine skills and techniques are required (e.g. , auto the'ft) shqw- _ 

a lower then expected rati ' of female p^rtiicipaticm (Hoffmann -Bus tamante , 

1^73). ' -. . . ' ' 

The "anguished woman" theory, rather than explaining fe^nale crime's 
a^-an attempt to e^ulate^^nasculine bjBhavior, 'unites various theories 
which link "such personality variables as low self-esteem and poor^ • 
linpulse control, to female involvement in crime. (Konopka, 1966? 
Pollak, 1950; Thomas, 1923; Vedder and Somervme, 1970). Such 
p4;fsonality characterictis as thrill-sleeking", loneliness, depiendency, 
and deceptiven^ss also fall under the umbrella of the anguished woman 
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theory. 

. . • Perscx^ality studies depict the female offender as a vxxhan Ucking 
in self-confidence .and self-esteem, highlx subjective, isolated and 

Wth^hrawn from social intercourse (Panton. 1975). In ad^tion ^the 
fanale of fender ^ sho^ greater eaotional sensitivity, depression and . , 
dissatisfaction with her life than the fanale controls against vta 
she has been neasured (Barker and Adams, 1962; ClunrS^iam. 1963j 
Dahlstrom. Welsh and Dahlstrom, 1972; Hathaway and Monachesi. 1969; 
Panton, 1975). Unfortunately, nuch of this research has relied more 
on subjective impressions than' empirical data, has used inadequate or 
no'ccnipakson groups and often has used inappropriate, statistical 



procedujres". 

: -The aim pf the present study was to investigate both the mascullnated 
thepry and the anguished vochan theory and to draw conclusions \ 

as to which of the approaphes can betteV account for fanale criminal 

behavdLor. ' In order to assess tUs, nale and .feimle criminal and . " 

non-criminal participants completed the Ban Sek ?ole 'liiventdry (Bdm, ^ 
197A, 1981). the Tennessee Self -Concept Scale (Fit t;u 1965; Vacchiano 
and Strauss. 1968) .^d the Rosenbaum^ Self -Con trol' Schedule (Ros^baun. 
1980).. The subjects also canpleted a Wtendd form of^thc Quick ^ 
Test, an ii^telligence UK^asUrc (Armma md'lmms, 1962) ) and filled- , V ^ 

•out a dema%apMc information' form, so, that cotparability of the sample 

..:groups could be evaluated. 



Metlnod 



Subleets ' • . . ^ 

One hundred forty-,£our subjectsVrticipated in the study. Ihe 
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four* groups consisted of (a) 38 black ftoale and (b) 35 black 



male .^inmates from an urban correction^ facility, and<f(c) -35 black 
feinaie and (d) 36 black male participants in pre-\7ocational training 
progr^ serviced by a city technical ^college. The male and female 
criminal parti'^p5>aQts in the study were serving sentences not exceeding 
two yealrs tot the cocndsaiori'^of misdemeanors and/or minor felonies. 
Non-Criminal participants were; selected on the basis of their general ' 
educational and occupational gii^larity to the criminal sanples. Jhe 
study was limited- to black participant'^^ since the majority of inmates 

held in the urban |Acorrectional facility enpj-oyed iii the study -were 

• ■ ' ^ ^ 

of that racial group • . , *' \ y . ' ' 

A limited amount of ^anbgraphic infonn^tion was obtained for 
each of the lAA participants in the study ^ -Tn^s inforfetion^consisted 

of: respondent's age (>} = 20.8 years) » respond^t's education ^(M « 10.3 

\ • '. 

yeard) I respondent's lnccxr>e (85 percent of the .respondents had inconcs 

below $5000); respondent's occupation (83 percent of the respondents 

were unemployed or on welfare), respondents Hollingshcad social stratus 

\ ' ■ ' 

rating (^J « 21, on a scale of 11 to 77), father's occupation (A5) v 

percent unemployed or on welfare; 30 percent aiploycd in unskilled, 

lot;-status occui:)ationa) , mother's occupation (68 percent uncimployed . 

^or on welfare; 26 percent employed in unskilled, low-status occup,ntions) , 

father's education (M 9.5 years), another's education (M 9.8 years), 

and pK^aJ? nuriber of correct responses on form 1 of the Quick Test 

liitelli^eiicc iiK>^^^^^^^^ (H«33.8). 



ERIC 



, Feniale Criminality 

* . 9 

Procedure 

Three inventories, the Betn Sex Role „ Inventory ; the Rosenbaun ^ 

Self -Control Schedule , and the Tennessee Self -Concept Scale were 

adnlrdstered to the participants in groups of five to tei^ p>ersons . 

After the participants were seated in the testing room, the 

white, female interviewer greeted them and proceeded to distribute 

infoimed consent blanks, demographic' iiiConnat:ioi> sheets, the three 

* inventories and th^ Quick Test. The interviewer explained that the 

subjects would be participating in a study investigating a nunber 

of personality characteristics, so it was important that they be 

honest in responding to the inventories. I ' 

The intorvloJer stated that particiyxntion iu the study was 
* * - ■ 

entirely VDlunt^ryj' and that subjects could choose not to pax^ticipato. 

and leave at any point during the session. She called their 

attcntiori to the informed consent blank, asked them to read it ^ 

silently and sign it i£ they were willing to participate in the sL^udy. 

) = 

Following this, the sul:>Jccts' attention was drrtwn to the domc^graphlc 

. infornvition sheets and the ii-itorviewor exi)laiji'ied thut altliough the 

anonymity of. each subjcK:t would be strictly maintained, it wa:; 

neccmuny to obtain a mlnim^il *'nitxjnt of infonivition nhoul the partlcipiintn. 

llio intervicwL^r then allowcfl the particip^mto a five-minute period to ♦ 

^ fill out tlie denDgrapMc in^onrntion slui'Ct;^. 

\ Wlk«n tlUri task Ivad bccni cwplotcdi t1io intervicvM^r imkod the 

subjects to refer to tlie folders 'containing the tltree inventories and 

the Quick Test, Detailed ihstructions an each of d)e instruments were then ^ 
. given to the subjects. The subjects were instructed to begin vrorklrig on 
the Quick Test as soon as the instructions wi?re catpleted. Tlio 
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interviewer infprrned the subjects that when they finished answering 
the inventories, they should place the demographic information sheets 
inside the inventory folders, hand them in and leave the testing roccn. 
The subjects were then thanked in advance for their participation in 
the study. The majority of subjects were able to cccrplctc the task 
wiU^ an hour period. 

Results ' 

^ ' ■ *' ■ ■ . 

Dciygxaphic Information . * 

Two-by-two analyses of variance, with sex and crimirLality as** inde- 
pendent variables, performed on ago, eflucatit>n,' income, andUDlllngshead 
social status rating of the respondent , and fatlier's and mother 'a 
occupation and education yicldc'd the folla^g rcr.ulcs. Significant 
ntiln effects for kcx indicated tlvit nx-n Ivid greater incanos, F(l,1^0) = 
5.06, £<.05, scored higher on the HoUingshcad social status rating 
•'scale, F(l,1^0) « 6.30, £<.05, and came froni famitics in which the 
father's, Fd.l^O) ^.07, X)<.05, and mother's education ,£(1,1^0) « 
A.AA, £ <.05, w;i;i f'.renter tlvin tht< wiinen counteqxirtB. Significant ^ 
tTKlln offcao for crimltyjiity indicated tlvU; crlmiivila wore oUU^r, 
FCl.UO) ■= 2A.91, 2<.00l, ran-c educated, F(i,V<0) = 6.A2, £<'05, 
Ivid greater incoot*:),''- Ii( 1,1^0) = 22.5.9, 2<.001, Mcorod higher ofi . 
tht! Itollingnhead yocinl rit.-itm rating, F(1,1A0) - 30.50, £<.001., 
and CiBnc frwn fraiillicr? in which the fattier 'f? educattai greater, 

♦ 

F(l,l/<0) *- 7.71, £<.01, tlvin the nc^\-crlmlm»l cot.jntcrp,*irtJs . NowTviri-K<!Ul 
mvilyrtOfj l>a:jcd on tlw oi^yiif Icuu. Interiictlcii.M 'for mr. by crtmltviUty 
cn incotne, F(1,U0) - 5.05, £<.05, .and Ibllingsltead eocial statua 
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racing, F(1,U0) - 6.14, jg^.OS. indicated that nalc criminals 
scored si^fic-antly higher than did any other groups (all £ <'.05) . - 
lio other main effects or interactions reached significance. Because 
of the partial ncncotiparability bctwcn the san^ilcs as indicated by 
tiiese r-esults, care was taken to follow up analysis of variance 
with analysis of covaricnce procedures in order to partial out • 
possible confounding effects. 
Bon Sex Role Inventory - Fonininitv Scale 

A two-by-two analysis of variance, with* sex and crimnality as 
independent variables, performed on the total femininity score 
on the Ban Sex Role Inventory indicated a significant main effect 
for jjcx. F( 1,140) ^-16.64, £<.001, and fxn interaction for sex by 
by criniLnality. £(1.140) = 6.30, £<.01. 

Three analyses of cov^lriancc were also conducted to assestJ 
t)\c degree to which other variables could account for the above 
effectr,. Ttie rir.-jt .•Tnaly;;!.'? of ccwariance nsfjcaned lVu> cffecl« 
of !jox and crlmimlity o«i femininity ncoren with' nuli.joct variables 
(ago, edvKVitlon, Jncc^rt.', occupatiot\, and lk)lUni;»()lv.-.:Hl fKKtal »tat\u;' 
^rating) an cpvarlatey. T\\Lb analysio indicated a olgnif leant naln 
oCfoct for m'x, F(l,135) 18.34, £ <.001,. and an Interaction for 
OCX by crlmimlity, KCl,l35) - U.U, ii<.001. A hotkI tnvxlynln of 
covariance vnn i>orfom:d in a !ii;nllar nnnnef with parental att ributc?3 
Xfadicr'y ocap»tltT»i, n«tber'ti ocatjvUion, fatl\<?r'y cdvicaclaii, 
ttwtlwr'ri cKKk^fitltxi) m ciwarlatV???. AgaiJ), fi oi^yvlf icmt mU\ effrx:! 
for sex, F(l,136) - 18.11, £<.001, and for sex by criminality. 
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F(X,136) = 8.53, 2<.6l, found. A final analysis of covariance 
v»as donducted'vdtih scores "fro^ Quick Test, intelligence .-measure ' 
as "t*e coyariate.'. Ag^in, 'tiie m^in; effgst^'for sac, til,l?9) =r \ ' 
.27.3^,'^<.0bl,' and the sex by criimiia|,ity interabtion, F(l%139) = 
,4.93', £.<C.05, reached significance-, " ^ . 

ADunnett'S l^tiple l^e Test, cpnpa^^ to 
the fenale criminal mean, indicated that female criminals displayed 
siinificantly higher femininity scores than their male criminal 
counterparts (£< .01) or the male (£■< .01) and,fen)ale £<.05) 
n<m-crimiiial partic^ants. (See Table i for all resvO-ts). 



Insert Table 1 about here . 



Bern Sex Role Biventorv - Masculinity Scale 

A twD-by-two analysis of variance, with sex and criminality as 
independent variables, perfomed on the total masculinity score on 
the Bern Sex Role Inventory, indicatecfa significant main effect for 
sex, F(l,140) = 81.62, 2<.001, and an interaction for sex by , 
criminality , F(l , 140) = 12 . 40 ,,£<. 001 . 

Three analyses of '^ovariance were condupted to assess the extent 
to which other variables could account for the above effects. First, 
'an analysis of covariance^was perf omed with sex and criminality as 
independent variables and the sxjbject variables as covariates. This 
analysis indicated a signficiant main effect for sex, F(l,135) = 
68.29 p<.00iVand an interaction for sex by criminalitfy, F( 1,135) = 



\ 
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;^3.57, £<.001> A" second analysis of covariance, tising jsex at(k 
•crlmLnality as independent variables md parental attributes as 
covariatesi was ccndiicted and yielded a signif icant nain effect 
for sex,. FCJ-,136) = 83.59, j^^.OOl, and an^ interaction for sex by 



crimiDality, F(l,13^) = 12,83, £<,001, A third and final analysis 



of covariance was perfomed rnth sex and criminality as indep>endent 



Variables and the. Quick Test as the'covariate," again , a significant 
main effect for sex, F(l,139) = 91,00, £<,001, and an interaction 
for sex by criminality, P(l,139) = 12,66, £< ,001, was fomd. 



A'Dunnett's Ipltiple Range Test, conparing all mean values 
to the female criminal mean, indicated that female criminals displayed 
significantly Icwer masculinity scbres than their mgle criminal ^ 
counterparts ' or tfenfisrle^ female non-criminal subjects (all 
£<.01); 

RosenbauD Self -Control Schedule 

. . A tvx>-by-dSo|arialysis of variance, with sex and crlndiiality as 
independent variables, performed on the si±)ject responses to the 
Rdsenbaum Self-Ccnurol Schedule revealed no signif icaat effects, . 



The three analyses of covariance; with subject variables, parental 

. \ . . 

attributes, and Quick Test scores as covariates, each indicated a 

significant main ^effept (£<.05) for criminality, F(l,135) = A^23. , 

F(l, 136) = 5.18, F (1,139) = 9.49 respectively. 

In order to further examine the nature of the criminality effect,^ 

a siirple main effects test, using the erroi^ term frcxn'^the Quick Test / 

covariate analysis, was done, for eadh sex. The sinple main effects / 
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tegfc for/toinen indicSated that fanstle crindii^is Bcpred significantly ^ 
lower self -control than did female non-cfimLnal^s , F(i;i39) ■= 4.86, 

The simple main effects test for men indicated no significant 
difference d{je to crindxiality. , , . 

/ Tennessee Setf-Concept Scale ' , . 

" A two-by-tW©-,analysis of variance, witli. sex and criminality as 
independent variables, perforned-on participants' responses to the i 
■■ Tennessee' Self -Conofept Scale indicated no significant effects. Us^ 
the same nethod previously'' described, threew^nalyses of covariance ^ 
• -were run enpl^oying subject variables, iiarental attribxjtes and the 
Quick Test as covariates. Again, no significant effects jwere fomd. ^ 

. One additional analysis of covariance seemed called for. The 
Tennessee Self-Concept Scale includes a True/False scale vjhich measures 
whether the individual's approach to the task involves a strong 
tendency to agree or disagree .regardless of item content. It does 
iiot seem unreasonable to hypothesize that individuals in the criminal 
' groups may be susceptible to tMs type of response bias . Indeed, a 
2x2 analysis of variance on the True/False scores indicated a 
" significant main effect for criminality, F(l,140) = 19.55, £< .001. 
Given this finding, an analysis of covariance vjas conducted on the 
Tennessee Self -Concept Scale ^ scores \d.th sex and criminality as the 
independent variables and the True/False-^ores as the covariate. 
This analysis indicated a significant main eSfict for criminality, 
F(l, 139) = 16.06, £<.O01. 

In "order to further examine the nature of tliis effect, a simple 
nBin effects t^st was done on criminality within each sex. The 
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siinple:maln effects test for wopwh ijidicat^d that ferrtale crlndiials 
.scored significantly lower^^J^to'femalenbn-^rlmWlp, £(1^139) = . 
6.7A, £<.05. The siinple main effects test for men found no 
significant difference dloe to criminality. • . 

Disciission • " . 

■ . \ . ■ * » 

The present stvidy was designed to explore the applicability of 
the masculinated woman theo27 and the anguished wcxnaa theory as 
explanations of the nature of female criminality. Significant , 
effects on both the Masculinity and Femininity scales of the Bern 
Sex Role Inventory indicate that female criminals are less 
stereotypically masculine^ and more s ter eotypically feminine than 
^y^khs their male criminal counterparts or the male and female 
nOT^iminal subj ect s . Further , results ' from the Rosenbaum Self- 
Control Schedule appear to point to a lower degree of self-control 
in criminal particip^vtT^iah in tieir non-criirdnal counterparts. 
This effect is primarily due to differences between female crindnals 
and female non^criminals. Finally, when True/Fals^ scale scores 
serve as the covariate, significant results achieved on an analysis 
of covariance of thej^essee Self -Concept Scale indicate that, , 
overall, criminals have lower self -concepts than the non-criminal 
control subjects. Again, thiseffect is primarily due to differences 
between female criminals and female non-citoinals . 

The results of present study, especially the significantly 
higher femininity scires and significantly lower masculinity scores 
of the female criminal subjects , run counter to the masculinated 
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wxnan theoi?y of fenaie crlininality, 'whlcM' ass^rt^ thai; vjomen iitvoljVed 

in. crime are nore in&scuilne ^tHanftheir ncxi-crlmirtai cowteri^r^tA to^ , 

engage In crindhal activity as an expression of their tnasculinateid ^ . ^ 

self-iinage. Baked or} the present study As as. previous research ^'-^ 

^findings \*dcb point to the sex- typed, relatively non-violent . 

nature of female crime (Wolfgang, 1958'; Gibbens and Prince, 1962; 

Hoffinaan-Bustamante, 1973; Feniale Offender Resource Cmter, 1976; 

NDblit and Burcart, '1976; Sniart, 197?) it appears that the masculinated 

wcxnari theoi^y is a rather naive, slnplistic^ and mcoirroborated' 

explanation of , female criminality. If wraen were indeed conndtfing 

crimes out of a desire to be more like men, one -would e5q>ect them 

to be exhibiting raDre masculine traits and valvies than their 

non-criminal female peers, as v^ll as engaging in an increasing - 

percentage of violent, typically male sex- typed crimes. This sinply 

is not the case. Indeed, the present data suggest that fenale and 

male criminals are particularly s^ex- typed. Given that previous ^ 

research has indicated that strongly sex-typed individuals' are less 

adapative in some social situations (Ickes and Efqmes, 1978) and 

prefer to choose sej^-appropriate activities, even at personal cost 

(Bern, 1975; Bern and Lenney, 1976) it can be' speculated that se?c-typed 

individuals, because of their psychologically limited options, are 

mDre likely to choose illegal but sex-appropriate activities. 

The present study tends to give moderate si^port to the anguished 

woman theory of female ciminality. Results frcm the Rosenbaun 

Self -Control Schedule and the TennCsee Self -Concept Scale give 
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socae- prellndii^ iijdicatl^^^t feniale criminals have a lower degree 
6f 6elf-cqrttrol tod' self -dstficm than their fanale.non-crliftlnal pe^rs. , 

\VJhilfe these results appear to support the anguished vjonan theory, ^ 
Lhey are not unequivocal. A'fclose examination "of the results Indicates 
that the effects of criminality for woman on self-control and self -concept 
are due primarily to. the relatively higher scofeT^fo^ non-crindnal 
vjomen. Such a pattern can only be used to /Support the ang?jished wonan 
theory, if it can be argued that most women rrenrthis particular racial , 

, social,' and economic gccnsp normally score higher on self-festeem and » 
self-control than .do men from this group . 

Such an arganent, in our opionion, is not unreasonable. VJhile 
research on the Black female is ahrost as scarce as that on the 

■ ^ ■ 

fanale offender, there appears to be some evidence that Black women 
do have a high degree of self-confidence (Fichter, 1970), §e well as' 
a high level of confidence in their conpetence and ability (Epstein, . 
1973). In addition,^ studies of Black adolescents reveal that Black 
■females exhibit fewer behavioral difficulties than t±ieir male 
counterparts (Pettigrew, 1964) , have higher academic achievement 
and intellectual developcieijit than Black males (Baughman and Dahlstrom, 
1968) , and a greater awareness of the occupational opportunity 
structure for nenbers of the Black race tjian do Black males . It 
appears t^J^-Sjhe Black cotraunity represents the primary reference 
group for Black wonen and provides a different standard of self-evaluation 
than that of the White conmunity (Gurin and Epps, 1975) -and this 
standard can serve as the basis for. the realistic enhancaiient of 
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skf^st^CT -wong Bldck vma^ I^*<taer, 1972)-.^ Givert ; 

these results, ^it cari be exp'ected* thJt Blade' wancn tuDrm^^^ '^care. .- . 
higher on self-control and s^lf -esteem :Tneasures than Black riien. The ■ 
fact that this elevation was not evident»>for crlinlnal women suggest^, , 

imustaally, low scores for this group. 

- /" „ 

While care should^ be taken in extrapolating from the results ^.^ 
on this llnlited sarrple, the study is encouraging in that it ^- 
repudiates predictions ^om the masculinated woman theory of fanale.. 



criminality. Future research should concentrate on spec/lfying more ; ' 
exactly the psychological characteristics that are related to female^ 
criminaiity as well 'as exploring personality variables in the context 
of economic theories of female criminality. , , 
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Table. 1 *: 

All Scores as a Function of Sex and Criminality 





^Women 




• Men 


y . 


Dependent Measure 


Criminal . 


Non-Criminal 

-T— — : •* 


Criminal 


Non-CriiiuBal 


' BSRI - Fendninity 


55.82 


51.11 


43.83- 


48.31 


BSRI - Mascul;inity 


42.24" ' 


48.88 


•62.14 


57758 


Rosenbaun Self-Ccntrol 


: 34.84' 


57.34 > 


35.34 


40.67 


Tennessee Self -Concept 


301.58 


317.00. 


307.28 


309.89 
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